One of the popular approaches to revitalize higher education in Africa and the buzzword of the sector is currently partnerships. To be sure, higher education in Africa has always been an international affair, owing to its history and trajectory; and, thus, this development may not appear surprising. This article analyzes emerging trends in higher education partnerships in Africa and explores opportunities and challenges, based on recent developments and past experience.
MARKETPLACE OF HIGHER EDUCATION PARTNERSHIPS
It was once thought that Africa would become less attractive to the rest of the world with the cessation of hostilities between the Cold War-era rivals. In 20 years, that prediction proved to be wrong as the contemporary economic and (geo)political realities have prompted the re-engagement of both "historical" and emerging powers regarding Africa.
As part of that larger global reality, higher education in the region has also reignited interest globally-including the European Union, the United States, Canada, China, India, and Brazil. The snapshot of some of these partnerships follows. 
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THE EMERGING PARTNERS
Emerging economic and political powers-such as, Brazil, China, and India-are also engaged in a host of university-development support, as well as the capacity-building effort in Africa. Russia and other former eastern bloc countries are also throwing themselves into the act, after two decades of absence from educational engagement in the region. South Africa, the regional powerhouse, is also striving to establish university partnerships with other African countries.
INTERNATIONALIZATION AS INSTRUMENT OF CAPACITY BUILDING
Needless to say, partnerships are vital for capacity building in teaching, learning, 
NURTURING THE GOOD AND UPROOTING THE BAD
When capacity building in the context of university cooperation is often invoked, the perceptions are that the southern partners are the predominant, if not the sole, beneficiaries of cooperation. Even more disenchanting is that this perception is often internalized by the southern partners. Yet, while their benefits have not been clearly, and explicitly, documented, the northern partners also gain from the partnerships in many ways.
Even without regard to the immediate and visible benefits, the know-how to address such problems generates institutional and national knowledge capital for the north. In the current global realities, where the global is local and the local is global, the mutual benefits from such cooperation should not be underestimated and, for sure, not overlooked.
While the modality and scope of partnerships-to become specific higher education partnerships-are diverse, complex, and numerous, these practices, however, are not always successful; nor are they effective. In many cases, partnerships do not simply live up to expectations for a number of reasons:from paltry financial resources to weak logistical support, from poor planning to substandard execution, from bad policy to cumbersome guidelines, and from unstable leadership to inconsistent follow-up.
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CONCLUSION
With the declaration of higher education as a vital development tool, multilateral and bilateral regimes, foundations, and other development partners now favor the support of the sector, though still with constrained enthusiasm as the latest African Commission Report (2010) indicates. However, prevalence of competing donor-driven agendas, lack of sustainability, unpredictability of donor resources, poor harmonization, and weak coordination and management still hamper this development.
As the number of institutional partnerships grow, their impact on institutional resources (time, funding, and infrastructure) and institutional dynamics (cohesion, complimentarity, and priorities) may be considerable. This may be particularly so in countries with few "partnerable" institutions, in a region that tends to attract more development support.
Finally, it is imperative that the marketplace of partnerships discoursed in the region is guided by well-informed, responsible, and pragmatic stakeholders in the south and the north. At the end, it is in the best interest of all the stakeholders, both in the north and the south, to have a sustained impact and meaningful outcome in the reengagement with Africa.
